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Before you begin...

We would like to thank you for purchasing the Bose® AM-5™
Acoustimass™ speaker system. We are confidant that the
achanced technology and quality construction of the AM-5
system will provide you with a lifetime of musical lislening
pleasure,

The operting principles and wiring configusation of the
AM-5 gystem are significantly ditfersnl from those of comven-
tional speakers. This not only allows the AM-5 systemn to
provide you with great sound, but afso affers placement
lleability not vailable from conventional speakers, For besl
results, and an easy installation, please take the lime to
read this owner’s guide.

Unpacking the AM-5 System

After opening the cartan, remave all packaging material and
carefully [ift gut the components of the AM-5 system. Save
allthe cartons and packing material in case the system
needs 1o be iransported al 4 later ime. If any of the com-
ponents appear damaged, do not altempt to use the
system. Instead, repack the system in its arigingl carton
and natity your authorized Bose dealer immediately,

Selting Up the System

The AM-5 systam offers many advantages not available from
a conventional speaker system. For ane, the system adjusts
o deliver the combination of reflecled and direct sound opti-
mal lor 2ny listening envirgnment. For angther, the system
delmvers this litelike combination of reflected and direct sound
whilg using very lite of vour fiving space.

Betore you can install and adjust the system's companents,
take a minute 1o familiarize yoursel with them, Your system
should include;

2 Cube speaksr arrays
1 Acoustimass™ module (the larger black cabinet)
4 Wirez

A Select the location where you intend to place the left znd
right cube speaker arrays. Mote that wires fram the armys
connect 1o the Acoustimass module, 50 you should
locats the cube speaker arrays so that the wires will rzach
the location you chose for the module.

Note: While the wires provided are adequate for mast insial-
latons, you may increase the distance between the cube
speaker arrays and the Acoustimass module by splicing in
addtional wire. If you do 5o, use similar gauge or thicker
wirg, and make surg you maintain the correct phase (" + " 1o

+"and " -"1o"="), and properly connect the wires.

B. Oneof the real benefits of your AM-5 system is its flexibil-
ify. By positioning the bottom cube and rolating the top
cube of each cube speaker array, you can adjust he
spatial balance of your system fo malch your room or
rmgsical taste,

Though there is no “carrect” pasition for the cube
speaker arrays or the angle betwasn them, the most
lifelike: sound will be achieved by providing 2 balance of
direct and reflected sound. Figure 1 shows some typical
installations, and suggested positions.

C. In average-sized listening rooms, the oest stereophanic
effects resull when the left and right cube spezker arrays
ane spaced 6 lo 12 feef apart (approximately 1.8-3.6 m),
Heregver, you can shill achieve excellent results with sepa-
ration as littke as 3 feet (approwimatety 1 m) or as great a5
15 feet (approximately 4.5 m), Mote thal when you are
using & balance of reflected and direct sound, the switch
on the back of the lower cube of éach army should pe sat
Iz the “Refiected™ position,

Note: For video applications, separation can be less than 3
feel. While this may slightly reduce performance, it will allow
the cube speaker arrays to be located on each side of a TV or

The Bosa AM-5 Acousiimass sysiem,
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manitor. For more infarmalion on video apphications, see
Part F of this section,

D. ‘ou can also use the cube speaker arrays in direc! mode
(with both cubes facing forward). While this eliminates
the benefils of combining direct and reflected sound, it
may be appropriate for very small listening areas (like
desks or cubicles). When used in this moae, the switch
on the back of each amay should be set to the “Diregt™
positian.

E. The Acoustimass™ module can e located virtually any:
where in your lislening room (Figure 2)in either a vertical
or horizantal position. Its unique Acoustimass™ speaker
technology dedivers room-filling bass from almost any-
where. Feel free Lo hide the Acoustimass module under 3
Ded or table, or even behind a sofa, Just remamber nol o
block the twa rund apenings in the end of the unit. You
should allow at least 2 inches {approximately 5 cm) of
open space between thess openings and the wall or
olher surtace.

Unlike comventional floarsianding or bookshelf speakars,
you can fine-fune the bass response of your AM-5 sys-
tem without compromising accurate stereo imaging, Just
change the lecation of the Acoustimass™ madule within
yaur listening raom. For typical listening environments,
positioning the module along a wall 3 to 5 feet {approx-
matety 110 1.5 meters} from a corner provides a normal
balance of frequencies from your AM-5 system. Moving
the module closer to the walls andiar corners of your
room will increase bass response, while moving it
towards Ihe center of your oom will decrease i, In mos!
rmoms, it shoukd be reasonably easy to chaose a localion

which is convenient, yet provides pleasing bass response,

F. The cube speaker arrays of your AM-5 system are mag-
-~ netically shietded for use with video systems. This

albows you to position the cube speaker armays close to
your TV or moniter without adversely affecting the pic-
ture guality (as happens with conventional, nonshislded
speakers). In addition, angling the top half of each array
in stightly will improve on-screen |ocalization and opti-
mize your system for video.

Connecting the AM-5 System
to Your Stereo

e T,

CAUTION: Before attempting to connect the AM-5
system, unplug your receiver or amplifier from the
wall outlet.

Wote: Mary receivers state “use with 8-16 ahm
speakers”. While the AM-5 system s rated at 4 ohms
by IEC standard. the speakers impedance actually
averages between 6 and 9 ghms, over most of ils
operabon range. Therefore, the AM-5 should be
compatible with any quality receiver or amplifier
This includes electronics that call out “use only
816 ohm speakers

A. Locate the wirgs wihich were pachao with the system. You
will find four idenlical ssts. Two sets connect the cube
speaker arrays o the Acoustimass module, while the
other two sets connect the Acoustimass module to your
receiver or amolitier,

B. Examine the ends of the wires. For each st ane wire wifl
have a red marker. For each connection you make,
always connect the wire with the red marker to the =+~
terminal.

&t the terminals on the rear of the lefl cube speaker
rray. Depress the red (" + ) 1D, insert the lead with the
red markes (Frgure 3), and release the tan. The lead
shoudo be held snugly in place by the lerminal. Repeat
the process for the black terminal and the other lead.
D. Locate the terminals marked “OUTPUTS TO CUBE

SPEAKEAS” on the rear of the Acoustimass™ madule
(Figure 4). Connect the ather and of wires from the left
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Direct Rellecling

Direct Reflecting

Figure 1 Adjusting Ihe combsnation of reflected ana girect
sound {cube speaker arays not 1o scale). Fe! free to expeniment
with the sefting which sounds best in your istening rogm, Dan’l
fargel to set the DirectiReflecting = switch on the rear of each
Dothom cube 10 the proper pasiion.

Figure 2 Some ol the passible locatians for the Acousimass™
madule.




cube speaker arry to the pair of terminals marked “L"
Paka sure that the kead with the red marker is connected
todne * +° and the ather bead 1o the * =" larminal,

E. Fepeat steps G and D for the right arry,

F  Locate the leff channel terminals on the Acoustimass™
maodule marked *INPUTS FROM AMP OR RECEIVER"
Depress tha red (" +") tab, insert the lead with the red
marker, and release the Lab. Repeal the process for the
black terminal and the other lzad,

(5. Locate the speaker outpuls on your amplifies or receiver,
Coannect the other ends of the wire from he leit channel
ol the Acoustimass™ modgule to the terminals marked
“L"ar “LEFT" Make sure that the lead with the red
marker 15 connected to the * + " ana the other lead is
connected iothe " =" terminal.

H. Repeal Steps F and G for the right channel.

. Bafore you plug in your receiver or amplifier, make sure
that na strands of wirg from any terminal are brushing
against any other terminal. Such “bridged” wires
create short circuits which can damage your
recefver or amplifier.

J. Plug in your receiver, furn on your system, and enjoy
your music!

CHECKING THE SYSTEM

Once your have begun listening o your AM-5 systam, the

following test will help you make surz that the system is

warking properly:

A, Turn the balance control on your receiver or amplifier
campletely to the left. If you have connected ihe cube
speaker armys properly, you will hear music from the left
cube speaker arrdy, but not the right ane.

B. Mexttun the balance cantrol completely to the right. i
your systam i connected properly, you will now hear
mmusic fram the right cube speaker arry, but nof the
It one.

. Relurn the halance control to the center position. Play a
selection with good, deep bass, and listen 10 the music,
Mot furn the balance control all the way 1o the left and
listen, and then turn the balance all the way 1o the right
and listen. I the system is connecled properly, the center
position should exhibil the same or greater bass response
than either the [eft-onky or right-only position. If it exhibits
less, then your speakers are wirgd out of phase, Check to
mak sure that your receiver or amp is properly connected
fo the module.

[0, Return the balance controd to the center position

If your system does not appear to be working property, refer
o the section entitied “in Case You Have & Problem”

Using The AM-5 System

Once your AM-5 system is sef up and connected praperly,
it will require very little attention. However, abserving the
following guidelines will help you get the most from your
invesiment.

A. Fusing—four Bose® AM-5 syslem incorporates automatic
protection circuitry, which guards against most fypes of
electrical stress. Howsver, any speaker can De damaged
if the amplifier driving it shauld fail. Fusing will provide
additional pratection fram amplifier failure, and is
recommended.

1. Insert afuseholder “inling” Detween the *+ " terminal
of the 1edt input on the Acoustimass™ module 2nd the
“" ferminal of the [eft output on your receivar or
amplifier {Figune 5).

2. Repeat Step 1 for the right channel.

3. Insert fuses inla the fuseholders; the fusing protechan
systemn is complele, A 2-ampere, fastblow AGC
Series or Little Fuse AG series fuse is recommended.

i s—

Figure 3 Froperly connecling wires to a terminal,

¢ AMPLIFIER . 7o

Figure 4 Connecting the companents of the system ta yaur
amplifier or raceiver.

Caution: Oo not connect your amplifier or receiver
directly to the cube array terminals. Cube array
speakers must be connected direcily o the Acousti-
mass module or damage will result

[RRS——-—
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A fuse kit containing fuses and holders is available from
Bose Customer Service Depariment, 78 Turnpike Rd.,
Westboro, MA (M581, for $7.50. Ask for Part No. 1089381
{USA anly) or consult your distributor,

% Room Acoustics—As wilh any speaker system, the

# acouslics (sound properties) of your lisiening room can
affect the overall sound quality of your AM-5 system. The
{odlawing tips will give you some control over the sys-
lem’s sound:

1.

Rooms with  lof of sound absorbing furnishings
such as stuffed furniture, wall-to-wall carpet, or heavy
drapes may reduce the ireble sound (high frequen-
cies) of your AM-5 system. The missing ireble sound
can be restored by slighthy turning up the treble con-
trol an your amaplifier or receiver. If convenient, you
may instead remove some of the sound absorbing
furnishings.

. Rooms with too few sound absorbing fusnishings,

especially those with bare floors and walls, may
saund averly shrill or “brighl”™ because of tog much
treble. Turning down the Ireble control or adding
sound absorbers such as theow carpels or drapes will
usually sobve this problem.

. I your system seems 1o have too much or too

little bass (low {requencies), you can adjust i using
the bass control on your amplifier or receiver. As
described previously, you may also move the Acousti-
mass™ module closer to a wall andior cormer to
increase bass, or closer to the center of the mom to
decrease it.

. In general, many probiems wilh acoustics can be

solved by the judicious use of your fone conirols.
Remember, though, that the use of these controls
(especially when turned all the way up) may put
greaher power demands on your recenar or amplifier,
Excessive tone control use can cause an ampli-
fier or receiver to run out of power and distort,
potentially damaging your system.

. External signal processors (such as graphic and pars-

metric equalizers), while not recommended, can be
used with your AM-5 system if a greater degree of
acoustic control is desired. Consult your Bose dealer
for advice.

C. Maintenance—The cabinets of your AM-5 system can
be easily cleaned with a damp cloth and, if necessary, a
mild detergent such as dish soap. Do not allow liguids fo
spill through the grille assemblies of the cube speaker
arrays, or in amy way to enter the Acoustimass™ module.

Do not attempt to clean your AM-5 system with any
salvents or chemicals.

The grille assemlies an the cube speaker arays may be
carefully vacuumed il necessary. Please note that the
drivers ame located directly behind the grille cloth, and are
easily damaged if reasonable care is not aken. Avoid
applying amy pressure with the vacuum ngzzle.

Figura & When fusing your speakers, insert the luseholder
between the "+ " ferminats of the Acoustimass™ maodule and
the "+ speaker terminals of your amplifier or receiver.
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In Case You Have a Problem

If you have a problem connecting and using your AM-5™ sys-

tem, try the procedures listed belaw. The majority of prob-
lems usually occur in components other than the speakers,

Problem:;

Solution;

)

The lefl cube spezker aray doesn't play or sounds distorted

Turn off 1he amplifier or recaiver. Chack the wiring which
connects the cube speaker array o the Acoustimass™
maodule, and the wiring which connects he module lo the
amplifier or receiver, If no visible problem is found, discon-
nect the wires at the back of the amplifier or recaiver, Now
connect the left wires to the right amplifier terminals. Turn
the balance control on the receiver ar amplifier completely
to Lhe right, and turn the power on. If the left cube speaker
array now works property, the left channel of your amplifier
aor receiver is probably defective.

CAUTION: Do not connect the other cube speaker
array to the channel in question. If the amplifier or
receiver channel is defective, damage to your AM-5
system might ocour,

The right cube speaker array doesnt play or sounds
distorted.

|Ise the same procedure 25 grven for the left cube speaker
armay, but substitute the words “left” for “right" and “right”
far "left"

The whole AM-3 system does not play or sounds distoried.

Turn oft the receiver or amplifier and disconnect the AM-5

system. Reconnect the AM-5 systern to anather receiver or
amplifier known to be working properly. If the AM-5 system
now works properfy, the problem is not in the AM-5 system.

Mote: If this is the case, you should check all user acces-
sible fuses on your recenver or amplilier (see the approgn:
dte owner's guide far help). If the fuses blow again, have
the amplifier or recarver checked by qualified personnel

[f trouble persists in your AM-5 system, conlact your autho:
rized Bose dealer. He will verily any defects and arrznge for
service by an authorized service agency or by the Bose fac-
tory. Bose Corparation will make every effor to remedy any
problem within (he terms of the warranty at minimum incon-
VEMience 1o you.

Technical Information

Fealures
Direct/Aeflecting™ spaaker design
Acoustimass™ speaker system
Direct/Aeflecting® frequency compensation switch
Syncom™®l| computerized quality control
Automatic prolection circuitry

Oriver Complement
Two 6* (15.2cm) low Irequency drivers
Four 2.5 {6.4cm) magneticatly-shielded, wide-range
drivers in cube Speaker arfays
Nominal Impedance
4 ghms

Amplifier Power Requirements
(measured by [EC standard)
Mimmum; 15 walls
Maximum: 100 watts

Finish
Acoustimass™ module: Scratch-rasistant olack satin
finish )
Cube speaker arr2ys: Biack nolymer finish
Dimensions
Acoustimass™ modute: 7246 H % 1256™W ¢ 205450
(19.2 % 32 1x51.3cm)
Cube spedker array; 734" H x 156™W x 434°D
{1B.7x9.2x 11, 7em)
Weight
J31bs{13kg), in shipping cartan
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Full 5-Year Warranty

Base™ Carporation warrants this e 1o be fres Irom defects in mate:
rials and workmanship lor @ period of five years from the ariginal
_date af purchase. Dusing that period, Bose will remedy all such
¢ iecls without charge or pans or b wpan relurn of the um
Alher with the aniging! sales receipt. oc ather praof af purchasa, to
Bose, ar o an authonzed Bose Service Agency. This warranty dogs
nal extend ba damaage resulling fram mproper installation, misuse,
neglect ar abuse, This warranly is hully transleratile.
In no event shall Bose be liable lor incidental or conseguen-
lial damages.
This warranty gives you specific legal rignts, and yau may akso have
oiher rights which vary Iram stsle fo stzte. Some stabes da nal allow
Ihe exclusion or Emilation of incidental or consequential dgamages,
50 this limalation may riol apaly o you.
¥ Shauld this uni (3 wilhin the waranty penod, confacl your authar-
ired Bose dedles This oealer will tell wau which ane af the loliowing
Fl pracedures yau should toliow:

] 1. Return unitwith praol of purchase ka dealer, OR
; 2. Betuen unit with proof of purchase to the nearest authorized Base
] Sarvice Anency, OR

3. Return unit with proof of gurchase directly fo the Bose factary
It Procedure 3 above is taken, please fallaw ihe instructions below:

1. Callthe Bose Custamer Seevice Depastment at (508) J66-0896,
and ask to be assigned 2 relurn autharization member.

2. Pack he unit in the areginal carlon for shipping. I you need 3
new cartan, your dealer ar Bosz Corparalion will provide 2 free
reglacemant. Note: Any damage in transit duwe by impraper pack-
ing is not covered by the warranty, and will nol be recognized as
an ensurance clam by Irnspartaban companies,

3. Address and ship, freight prepaid, to Bose Corporlion, Customer
Senace Departmen, T8 Turnpike Rd., Westharo, MA 01581,

4. Mabke sure your return authorization number appears prominenly
an the oulside of the cartan

“fur unit will be repared and refurmned io you at Bose's expense. |f

{he defects cannol be repaired atter & reasnnable number of atempts
: pse {0 do 50, you may eect ta receive  refund or a replacemen,

iy if the unif is returned to Bose [ree and clear of all kens znd

ather encumbrances.
The foregong warranty applies only 10 producls sold within the
United Stales of America, its territories and possessions, and fo
sales al querseas military post exchanges. Fos information regarding
waranly coverage n alher areas, consult Ihe Bose subsidiany or
authorized desler nearest wou.

Please retain this
Warranty Information.

Record your serial numbers and purchasa iormation on this cand
and redain it an yaur r2cards alang with peood-al-purchase.

Speaker Model

Date Purchasad

Genal Number ion Acqustimass Mooufe!

Dealer Name

Oedler Acoress

J
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